
“I want to get my own impression of the USA” 

Interview  Elena Rettweiler will live in Cherry Hill, New Jersey  for one year and visit the local high 

school. 

Elena Rettweiler replaces a valley with a hill: The 15-year-old student from Cronenberg will start off 

her year in Cherry Hill (New Jersey, USA) on August 14th. She received a scholarship of the CBYX 

program (Congress Bundestag Youth Exchange).  In the interview with Westdeutsche Zeitung,  she 

talks about her expectations, homesickness and what will fit into her suitcase. 

Elena, you will move to the US for one year, your luggage may not weigh more than 20 kgs (44 

lbs.) What are you going to pack? 

Elena Rettweiler:  I really cannot take a lot. I want to take only  few clothing items as well as my 

laptop, presents from my family and friends and gifts for my host family.  

Do you already know your family and where you are going to live? 

My host family with my 17-year-old host sister lives in Cherry Hill (New Jersey) near Philadelphia. I 

will be going to the local high school there. 

What do you already know about your school? 

The school is very diverse and there are plenty of different classes, even psychology. And because of 

all those clubs, the students spend most of the time after the lessons in school. 

Why USA? 

The US has a very strong influence on Germany – culturally and also politically. I want to see myself 

what it is like to live in this diverse country.  

What do you expect from your US-exchange? 

I want to grow through this year, want to do things I might had not done at home in Germany. I don’t 

have concrete plans, yet, but I’m sure, I will experience so much that I definitely won’t get bored. 

Thanks to the Internet, you can always stay in touch with people at home. Are you afraid of 

becoming homesick? 

Through the Internet, my family and friends are always very close even if I’m far away. But I have 

learned at several orientations that it is better not to call home or Skype when you get homesick. That 

makes it only worse. Instead, you should better distract yourself and hang out with friends. I mean this 

is the reason why I’m doing the exchange this year: to meet new people and gain experience.  

Caption: Elena Rettweiler is going to live in Cherry Hill for one year. She is being sponsored by 

a stipend offered by the Bundestag representative Jürgen Hardt from the Christian Democratic 

Union party. 

Profile: 

German student: Elena Rettweiler (15) from Cronenberg is a 9
th
 grader at the Carl-Fuhlrott-High 

School. 

American host family:  She is going to spend one year with a Jewish host family in Cherry Hill in the 

State of New Jersey . 

Political Sponsorship She won a scholarship of the CBYX program. She was chosen for that by the 

politician Jürgen Hardt, who is now looking for a student to send to the States in 2015. 

 


